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The only resource that is open to a son's wife when her
husband's family make things unpleasant is to complain
at night to her husband, and to go for a longer or shorter
visit to her father's house. And if all one hears of these
matters is correct, when the husband is absent for a year
or two at a time the position of some of these women is
anything but enviable. The bulk of them, being un-
educated, cannot even apprise their husbands of what is
troubling them at home; but many of the present
generation, having learned to write, are able to find some
relief in pouring out their griefs to their husbands and
in receiving cheering letters in reply.

There is, however, one thing to be said in favour of
this family system: there is no poor law, and there are
no poor-houses in India. The weaker members of the
family find shelter and maintenance at the expense of
the more healthy ones. Occasionally men belonging
to respectable families may lead vagabond lives; but
though the idle are not always treated kindly, it would
be considered a disgrace for them to be in actual want;
to avoid this scandal, food and home are given to those
who would be better were they forced to toil.

An account of the Hindu family would be incomplete
were no notice taken of the family priest. Every well-
appointed house has a shrine with its image or some
representation of the family god. The karta, unless he
be a Brahman, cannot officiate ; for this purpose he must
engage a priest, whose duty it is to bathe and anoint the
idol, recite the ritual, and make the offerings of fruits
and flowers that the family present. Occasionally the
head or other members of the family may be present
"""during this worship; but, as a rule, the priest is alone,
and receives as his perquisite the offerings that are given
to the idol. In some cases there may be a piece of lar}4